Reflections on Nicaragua 

By Jack and Pat Burns

What a privilege it was to be part of the Lutheran Campus Ministries sponsored mission trip to Nicaragua in July. Our travels in Nicaragua opened our eyes, nurtured our spirits, and filled our hearts. We know that we gained far more than we gave, as we worked side by side with Nicaraguans in service to the Lord. Most memorable were the days that we spent with the children who had just completed a Bible study class with Christ for All Nations, our Lutheran volunteer center in Leon and Matagalpa. The pride they and their mothers felt as they received their certificates of completion was evident in their smiles.  Celebrating with the children in song and dance was the highpoint of our visit.  Language barriers disappeared and memories were created.  We will always remember the children, some of whom worked with their parents picking through the garbage dumps to eke out an existence, some of whom lived miles and miles from running water and electricity, some of whom will never know about cell phones or pre-packaged food or flush toilets.  But what they do know is that God loves them and that a group of American Lutherans from Kent, Ohio came to work side by side with them and celebrate together with them the joy of being God’s children.

