Nicaragua Experience

By Bob Miller

One of the fun aspects of this mission trip was having the details handled by someone else.  In our case, they were handled very well by J.J. Voelker. We were met in Managua, Nicaragua by Ricardo, who is the local director and by Fabrisio who would be our guide and tour director for our stay. The drive to our hotel in Leon was interesting, as we stopped to view Lake Managua and view an active volcano in the background. The Hotel El Convento (in Leon) was very nice and breakfast was great.

From Leon we made several trips. While we painted buildings on two trips, on other trips we were honored guests at awards ceremonies or visits to local high schools. Our trip was planned so as to be present at the summer bible study awards, and I was very happy to be handing out awards to the children. I certainly enjoyed the travel and to witness the difference in the old and new of Nicaragua.  For example, the wagon of fire wood pulled by oxen and the large modern farm tractor on the same back country road.

Leaving Leon, we traveled to Matagalpa where we stayed overnight.  The next day we attended the first summer bible study awards of the local church, and it was great. The children performed dances and tried to teach us a local dance. After the awards, we traveled to Managua where we stayed in the hotel across the road from the airport. I found the return flight interesting, as I was able to make acquaintances with mission members from other cities, states and Canada.

Work and fun:

Nicaragua was my second mission trip and on neither trip did I feel worked to death; I would have been disappointed if no work was involved. Under the fun label, you cannot help the economy if shopping breaks are not included, and venders were happy to see us. Also, I enjoyed trying to talk with and just being with such nice people.

Certainly, I encourage all who read this to look in the mirror and hopefully determine that you can also be a mission trip member. If your mirror shows (like my mirror did) someone in need of some exercise and weight loss, I encourage you to allow the next mission trip to be your inspiration to a healthier life style and that you start prior to leaving. So order your passport tomorrow and start saving your pennies. I look forward to working and praying with you on a future mission trip. 

