An Eye Opening Experience

By Cassidy Pittman

Hi! My name is Cassidy Pittman and I am one of the missionaries from Lutheran Campus Ministries who were lucky enough to visit the beautiful country of Nicaragua this past summer. This trip was very eye opening. I was able to meet many new people, see so much, learn a lot, and find out about myself.

Being in a different country for the first time and experiencing everything I experienced was the most unforgettable thing that has ever happened to me. When the team and I first stepped off the plane, I honestly did not feel any different. I expected to feel a difference right away. The feeling really hit me when our team drove away from the airport and started to see the city. It was all very different from what I expected, but it was so amazing!

From the beginning, the moment we got off the plane, I liked the people in Nicaragua. They were very welcoming both at the airport and everywhere we went. They just made us feel so special and they made it so we knew they wanted us there. They were also very willing to help us out. It was really great to interact with them! Nicaragua is a very beautiful country. I would have to say that my favorite parts were the volcanoes and the lake we saw! It is an indescribable kind of beautiful. I also really liked walking around and seeing all of the markets and the different crafts and food they have. It is amazing to see how people can live so differently in other countries. When we drove for long periods of time, I liked to look out the window and see the beautiful green areas. It just gave me a very good feeling.

One of the best days I had in Nicaragua was when we went to church. Personally, I felt extremely welcomed! The church was full of every kind of person, and everyone was welcome and ready to learn about God. Everyone, except for the much younger kids, was closely paying attention, so I could tell they liked it, which made me very happy!

My favorite service project we did in Nicaragua was painting a church. The reason this was my favorite was because of how much the people in the community helped us. At first they just sat and watched. Then, they started offering to give us a hand. By almost the end, they had done most of the job. It wasn’t them doing the painting that made me like the project, it was the fact that we could help bring them together to work on something together and come out with a beautiful church that they helped paint together!

I definitely feel like I grew on the mission trip. My eyes were opened more than I every expected and it feels good. I notice myself doing just little things differently now. The biggest thing I learned and grew through was thinking of what is best for others before your self. In life, there are more important things to be done before what you want. I have definitely learned to be more flexible about that. Overall, I think my way of life was changed. I would most definitely be willing to serve God by going out on a mission trip again.

