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Peru Mission 
By Susan Pomar Queirolo 
 

     The mission to Peru has been one of 
the greatest and most rewarding experi-
ences in my life! My name is Susan Po-
mar Queirolo, and I was born and raised 
in Lima, the capital of Peru. Although 
I’ve been living in the United States for 
the last 10 years, I understand the poverty existing in my country, especially 
in little rural towns like Lucumo-Lunahuana (located in the periphery of 
Lima). When I heard about the mission to Peru, I realized this was a great 
opportunity to help others, and I could not placate my excitement and mirth!!                  

     During our time in the little town of Lucumo and Lunahuana, we enjoyed 
the landscape, the great food, and the warmth of the people in the region as 
we continuously worked hard. The days began around 7:00 a.m. starting 
with our deliciously nutritious breakfast! Right after, Anthony, our host in 
Lucumo, would take us to the irrigation canal. Every day we worked on a 
different point of the canal, cleaning it by cutting bamboo with a sickle or a 
machete, scraping the ground with a shovel, burning weeds, collecting big 
rocks and dirt, and more. While working with the efficient natives, we had 
the chance to hold very interesting conversations about their lives and 
thoughts 

     After working in the canal, we went back to the hotel, where the gracious 
employees of the restaurant were already awaiting us with a feast! We usu-
ally came back very hungry! Following lunch, we prepared activities to 
share with the Lucumeños. They were always expecting us around 4 p.m. or 
5 p.m., especially the kids who were full of energy to play! Games, crafting, 
and mime acts associated with the stories in the Bible were part of our eve-
nings, which we closed with a gracious prayer in both Spanish and English. 
The hospitality of the locals was demonstrated more than once. Not only did 

they prepare special meals for us, but also 
their gratitude was reflected in their faces.  

     It was gratifying to acknowledge that 
“we”, as humans, could provide happiness 
to another group of “us” located in a differ-
ent part of the world, just by bringing our 
benevolent presence into their daily activi-
ties.  



Serving in Peru 
By Cassidy Pittman 
     Hola! My name is Cassidy Pittman and I am one of the missionaries who 
traveled to Peru this summer. Peru is a beautiful country that was a wonderful 
place for the team to serve the Lord. 
     The people of the town of Lucumo, where we spent our time serving, were 
very kind and hospitable. We were lucky enough to work by their sides each 
day while clearing out the irrigation canal that waters their farms. At night, we 
would return to their town and do fun and creative outreach activities. For ex-
ample, we did crafts that they could put their names on that spread God’s love, 
we played soccer with them, we did mime skits, and we handed out bracelets 
and toiletry kits donated by the Women of Faith. The people enjoyed those 
very much 
     After a few days of associating with the people of Lucumo, we were invited to the house of one of the families, 
where they served all of us one of the traditional Peruvian desserts. Another family also invited us to their house to try 
one way they prepare potatoes. Towards the end of our visit, the community invited us to a meal and Bible study. We 
ate another delicious, traditional meal there and listened in on the men’s Bible study. We were very lucky to be serv-
ing people who are so willing to learn about God and who are such goods cooks. 
     The scenery and life of Peru is absolutely astonishing. The mountains, the river, and all of the life just made me 
step back and say “wow.” We were presented the opportunity to go whitewater rafting on the river near our hotel. It 
was a blast! It was a thrill, plus it gave us an opportunity to travel up river from where we were staying. We also got to 
see the remains of the Incas, who were the people that lived in Peru long, long ago. It is amazing to see that ruins from 
so long ago are still intact and beautiful today. I was blessed to see another part of God’s many creations. 
     I would like to personally thank all of those who donated to our mission. Whether through money or prayer, you 
helped to make our trip everything that it was and will be forever. Without you, we couldn’t have gone to do the mis-
sion and leave the footprints we left. So, thank you from the bottom of my heart, and I wish that one day, you get the 
opportunity to experience serving the Lord in the way our team was able to serve Him in Peru. 

Learning in Peru 

By Chad Pittman 

     This year’s mission trip to Peru, while challenging at times, was very 

relaxing, rewarding, and carried important lessons about being a child of 

God and a Christian. To be able to relate to and work with fellow human 

beings that have different values, customs, and ways of living is so re-

warding to me. While on these mission trips, we put aside the differ-

ences in appearance and belief, and focus on sharing the love and the 

word of God to the people of Lunahuana, Peru. Most Christians today, it 

seems, choose to strongly, and sometimes negatively, communicate to 

the world the love of Christ by using strong words that do not match up 

with actions. 

     While working with the village people in the irrigation tunnel, dancing with them at fellowship time, and 

talking with them, we were able to just talk and show appreciation for them as human beings, brothers, and 

fellow Christians. We learned so much from them, as they may have from us. One of my favorite things was 

talking to the many generations of people in the village, and talking about their life while learning so much 

about Peru myself. Many of the people just want to talk and tell their stories as we do ours. The hugs, kisses, 

and smiles from the people made the mission trip worth it, and for me this is what mission work is about. 

     We stayed in a very beautiful part of the country. The trees, bushes, and rivers are so pretty there. It was 

very peaceful to be a part of a beautiful natural environment as well as a social one. The physical labor was a 

little bit tough for me, but while I worked, I got to experience the beautiful environment of Peru, and I got to 

meet and talk with more of the village people. 

     Jesus traveled around loving people unconditionally which is what we now need to do. The main lesson 

that I learned on this mission trip is that love exists in something as simple as a smile. If humanity can learn 

to show this simple but powerful love, we may truly change the course of our lives as Jesus did in his time. 

This is our mission and our calling. 



Peru Survived 
By Robert C. Miller 
     First, this question for the Million Dollars. You are standing in Lima, Peru, at night, and there is 
a half moon. Is the white portion of the moon: A-on the right or B-on the left or C-on the top or D-
on the bottom? 
     Peru: Grab your map and discover that Lima, Peru is almost directly south of Miami, Florida 
and not far from the equator. Yes, it was their winter season but farmers were growing corn in stag-
gered crops. 
     Peru was my third mission trip and by far the most physically challenging.  No, not only the 
cleaning of an historic Incan irrigation ditch (canal), but also the hiking mileage necessary to reach 
and return to the van from the various job sites. Still, what an opportunity to interact with some 
wonderful Christ-loving people. 
     Certainly, Jason did well in describing the wooden (tree trunk) bridge. While not afraid of the bridge, I was aware that my age dic-
tated that I cross with caution while the locals seemed to run over it when crossing. Anyway, I am pleased (and grateful) that all sur-
vived the three bridge trips and the mission trip also. Speaking of Jason, it was nice that he volunteered to be one of those carrying a 50
-lb. concrete bag up the hill to the work site after crossing the river bridge. Not an easy task. 
     Language: If you have not picked up a copy of the Summer 2009 Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, do so and turn to section 3 on page 
18 and then to section 3 on page 20. Please, note the Spanish spellings of Matthew, Mark, etc. Yes, just a very small part in translating 
a book that is difficult to understand and talk about in English. 
     Peru was my first mission trip without a “local” on hand to help us with the language.  Yes, Anthony was there and doing very well 
but it was nice to have Susan on our team and to have her sister and mother assist for a few days. Especially when translating the scrip-
tures, talking to the adults, and working with the children. 
     Trip low and high points: My low point was needing help getting up after falling during a soccer match on my first night in Lu-
cumo . Highs: I enjoyed the Catholic Church service in Lunahuana. As it was a special Sunday, the service was well attended and after-
ward a local band led a parade around the town square. I also enjoyed the food at the hotel, especially the guinea pig [or cuy (or cue as 
in cue ball + e)] but not everyone tried it. As for taste, if you enjoy wild rabbit or squirrel you will like guinea pig. Similar to Guate-
mala and Nicaragua, the hotel restaurant was not enclosed but open and on the chilly side for breakfast and late supper. Yes, a good 
scouting experience. 
     I also enjoyed the meal at Lucumo our last evening. The soup and spaghetti with chicken pieces was delicious and more than I could 
eat. Yes, all (team and locals) were served the meal cooked over an open wood fire similar to a camping wood fire.  After the meal, I 
enjoyed the Bible study that JJ led, although I understood maybe three words.  I also enjoyed the church service preformed by JJ on our 
last evening at the hotel. It was very moving with hymns selected by Chad and communion with wine donated by the village. 

Answer to that Million-Dollar question above:  The white of the moon would be on the bottom.  Congratulations winners! 

Mission Trip to Peru 
By Jason Csehi 
     The Lutheran mission trip to Peru was a unique experience and an opportunity to rein-
force the Word of our Lord to our fellow believers in South America.  Fortunately, it is 
winter in Peru although we were still quite warm while working with the townspeople in 
the area of Lunahuana.  Lunahuana is situated in the lower foothills of the Andes moun-
tain range, about two-and-a-half hours southeast of Lima, the capital of Peru into which 
we flew. 
     The purpose of the mission was to improve the relationship between the Lutheran 
Church in Peru and the local people. This was accomplished in a two-fold manner.  First, 
we worked for several hours in the morning and very early afternoon on the irrigation 
canal that supplies the nearby farms with water.  This water is used by the Lunahuanans 
to grow their crops and water their animals, which are mostly used for sustenance.  The other was assisting in the evenings with 
teaching Bible stories, mime, crafts, and games.   
     The work on the irrigation canal consisted of removing excess dirt and mud by hand and spade from the blocked-off canal.  
Also, we removed grass and cut significant amounts of bamboo from around the canal in order to dispose of the extra soil.  More-
over, on the last two days of work, we started the repairs on a hole that occurred in the floor of the canal.  This consisted of hauling 
a few bags of concrete to the hole, including crossing a shaky wooden bridge, which was done by Anthony, our guide from Califor-
nia. 
     In all, the mission was successful in that it helped improve the relationship between the villagers and the Lutheran Church.  It 
was also a reminder that there are unsaved people who live in similar conditions here in the United States and that our work for the 
Lord is local in addition to being around the globe.  As Romans 3:23 tells us:  “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God.” 
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